   Day 1 – Thursday, December 4th      
12:00 Registration (Lunch on your own)
1:00 Jump on Learning: Pre-conference Seminar

Too many tests, not enough answers: Challenges in Laboratory Test Interpretation

Jeff Milunsky, MD, 

with case reports from Heidi Rehm, PhD, and genetic counselors from the region

2:45 Break

3:00 Welcome: Barbara Lerner, MS, CGC

Senior Co-Director, NERGG, Inc.
Afternoon programming in Collaboration with the New England Genetics Collaborative (NEGC), our partners in genetics in the region

3:15 Keynote Address: Incorporating Genetics into the Medical Home

Carl Cooley, MD

4:00 Hearing Directly from the Medical Home

Nell Keif and Greg Prazar, MD

5:00 NEGC Poster Session (Innovative Small Projects and NEGC Workgroups) and Reception
6:00 Dinner
7:00 Consumer Event:  In the Family 

Movie Screening followed by Discussion 

BrCa Screening: Living with the Results

with Luis Pedraza, husband of Linda Pedraza, featured in the film

concurrent with

Annual CANNEW Session

Presentations of 

Submitted Abstracts and Unknowns

Facilitators:
MaryAlice Abbott, MD

and Rosemarie Smith, M.D.
        Day 2 – Friday, December 5th
7:30   Breakfast Presentation sponsored by
Harvard Stem Cell Institute

Using stem cell biology to study human development and disease

Kevin Eggan, PhD

8:30 NERGG, Inc. Business Meeting

*Business Meeting* 

Installation of New Co-Director

Service Award

AMH update

9:15 Chromosomal Microarray: A Revolution in Clinical Cytogenetic Testing

David Miller, MD, PhD
10:00 22q Deletion Syndrome: a complete overview
Leah W. Burke, MD

10:45 Break

11:00 Patient Perspectives Panel
Kathy and Paul Robichaud

Amylyn and Chuck Vetter 
12:00 Lunch/ NERGG Board of Directors Meeting
1:00 Latest Developments in Cancer Genetics

Allen Bale, MD

2:00 Assessing Risks for families with inherited cancers: an introduction to a new system

Kevin Hughes, MD

     2:45   Break
3:00 Direct to Consumer Advertising and Testing: How it affects us all

Beverly Burke, MSW, Andy Faucett, MS, CGC and Nancy G. Slate, MS

4:00 Closing

Cindy Ingham, RN
Committee Meetings

Committee meetings at various times over the two days (TBD)

Be an active member of NERGG…

participate in NERGG committee activities!

Business and Development (Thurs 11:00)
Issues related to website development, membership. fiscal management, by-laws, and more

Public Health Genomics (Thurs 9:30-11:30)

Issues of mutual concern to state Public Health personnel, including training and resources

Screening and Diagnosis/ Clinical Care and Resources
Issues related to disease screening and surveillance, clinical and laboratory services, sickle cell disorders, cancer genetics and more

Societal Concerns and Education (Friday Breakfast)

Social, ethical and consumer concerns and the need for related education.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR EDUCATIONAL SUPPORTERS:

SILVER LEVEL

*Lab for Molecular Medicine 
Harvard Partners Center for Genetics and Genomics

GOLD LEVEL 

*GeneDx

*Harvard Stem Cell Institute

*March of Dimes, Massachusetts Chapter

*Massachusetts Department of Public Health

*PerkinElmer Life & Analytical Sciences
*State of New Hampshire, Dept of Health and Human Services, Maternal and Child Health Section

PLATINUM LEVEL

*BioMarin Pharmaceuticals

*Genzyme Genetics

*Myriad Genetics

*New England Genetics Collaborative

*Shire Human Genetic Therapies

(As of 10/30/08)

NERGG, INC. 2008 ANNUAL MEETING

REGISTRATION FORM

Name:_______________________________________

Affiliation:____________________________________

Street:____________________________________________

City:___________________  State:______ Zip Code:_____

Phone:_________________  Fax: _________________

E-mail address:____________________________________
For Planning Purposes Only:  

Do you plan to stay overnight (12/4)?  

                          __ Yes   __ No 
I enclose payment in the amount of $__________ for:

____ **Registration Fee, 2 days
       ____   $200 NERGG members ($225 at the door)

       ____   $225 non-members  ($250 at the door)
____ **Registration Fee, 1 day 

            (CIRCLE  Thurs / Fri)
       ____   $125 NERGG members ($150 at the door)

       ____   $150 non-members ($175 at the door)

____ Students: Half –price above non-member rate.
____   $25 Genetic Counseling CEU, Type I 

   The NSGC has authorized NERGG to offer up to 1.33 CEUs or 13.3 contact hours (Category 1) for this event. The American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC) will accept CEUs earned at this program  for purposes of certification and recertification.  
_____ SAVE $25—Mail your prepaid registration  

               by November 11th and take $25 off!

____ A. Merrill Henderson Scholarship Award donation in the amount of $________.  

Your tax-deductible contribution is appreciated.

Memberships support NERGG, Inc. administrative costs.

JOIN TODAY FOR 2009
__ NERGG, Inc. 2009 Membership Fee $__________

          CIRCLE YOUR MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY:

$50-Individuals, Consumer Groups (to 3 members);        $200-Institutional;   $25-Consumer, Students, Fellows;   $500-Life Members (Individuals only) Life membership funds are set aside for special projects

SEND REGISTRATION & PAYMENT MADE OUT TO:

NERGG Inc.

Mary-Frances Garber, M.S. CGC 

PO Box 920288 Needham, MA 02492

[image: image1.png]NERGG, Inc.

New England Regional Genetics Group.




DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO

Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel
Portsmouth is easily accessible from I-95, only 55 miles north of Boston, east of Manchester, and south of Portland.  From exit 7 on I-95, the Sheraton Harborside is a one-mile drive east, in the historic city center.  From exit 7 northbound, it is a right turn, from exit 7 southbound, a left turn, onto Market Street.  As you follow Market Street, you will pass the Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center on your right.  At the blinking traffic light, bear right to access the hotel entrance.  After bearing right, the hotel will be on your left.  Enter under the building porte-cochere.  Registration parking is available in our courtyard, as is valet parking for our garage.  Alternatively, you may enter the hotel parking lot on your right, opposite the hotel entrance. (Parking is at a cost of $6/night for the lot or the garage.)
For more information, check the hotel’s website: http://www.sheratonportsmouth.com


HOTEL REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Rates are $121.00 per room (single or double), plus 8% NH tax.  Reservations are on a first-come, first-serve basis. On-line reservations are available on the NERGG website, www.nergg.org   Reservations must be made with the Sheraton by 11/11/08 for guaranteed rates.  Please identify our group when you register.

Call Sheraton Harborside Hotel

 for more information:  603-431-2300
 

NERGG, INC. ANNUAL 

MEETING
December 4-5, 2008

Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel

250 Market St

Portsmouth, NH 03801
Statement of Purpose and Objectives:  The overall goal of the conference is to increase awareness of genetic concerns, understand the role of genetics in health management, and be aware of the availability of appropriate genetic services. This year we will have a particular focus on the Medical Home, Microarray Technology and Cancer Genetics.  The participant will learn how to implement and make use of the medical home, as well as learn about new developments in the diagnosis and treatment of deletion syndromes and genetic forms of cancer. 

Who Should Attend: This conference is designed for physicians, nurses, genetic counselors, allied and public health professionals, educators and consumers of genetic services.
NERGG, INC., formerly known as the New England Regional Genetics Group, is a non-profit organization (Fed. ID#01-0532101) that serves as a consortium for genetic health services providers, representatives of the New England public health community, and consumer groups and individuals with an interest in genetics.
NERGG, INC.

P.O. Box 920288, Needham, MA 02492

TEL:  781-444-0126
FAX:  781-444-0127 

EM:  mfgnergg@verizon.net
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